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http://ec.europa.eu/ploteus/search/site?f%5B0%5D=im_field_entity_type%3A97



The European Qualifications Framework for lifelong learning 

(EQF)

The EQF is a common European reference framework which links

countries’ qualifications systems together, acting as a translation device

to make qualifications more readable and understandable across

different countries and systems in Europe. It has two principal aims: to

promote citizens’ mobility between countries and to facilitate their

lifelong learning.

The eight reference levels are described in terms of learning outcomes.

The EQF recognises that Europe’s education and training systems are so

diverse that a shift to learning outcomes is necessary to make

comparison and cooperation between countries and institutions

possible.



The European Qualifications Framework for lifelong learning (EQF)



The EQF aims to support lifelong learning and in particular lifelong

recognition of learning.

Thanks to the capacity of the EQF to capture all kinds and levels of

qualifications, regardless of where learning has taken place, it is able to

support national lifelong learning policies. It also does this by

encouraging, inter alia, the refinement of such things as:

• the use of learning outcomes;

• the need for systematic and transparent processes of quality

assurance;

• the facilitation of validation of non formal and informal learning; and

• the development of NQFs and credit transfer systems.



The EQF does not concern itself with the ways in which countries

structure and prioritise their education and training policies, structures

and institutions. It is a metaframework that is a reference point for

these national systems and is based on different principles and

functions than national qualifications frameworks. Similarly the QF-

EHEA (Qualifications Frameworks for the Europan Higher Education

Area) is a set of generalised statements about levels of qualifications in

the wide range of countries that have engaged with the Bologna

process.

The national frameworks (NQFs) covering the education and training

sectors have a different and more extensive set of detailed principles

and procedures than the metaframeworks to which, through eferencing

and self-certification processes they are to be related.



The differences between the two types of frameworks – NQFs and the metaframeworks



The national referencing process is an autonomous national

process where the relevant national stakeholders and

authorities agree on the appropriate link between national

qualifications levels and the EQF levels.

The EQF Advisory Group has endorsed ten criteria to guide

the referencing process so that the best conditions for

mutual trust can develop. The criteria have proven to be a

useful way to structure the referencing reports and have

become a core component of these reports.



The European Qualifications Framework for the Sport sector













http://www.ehfa.eu.com/


